
Performing Ensembles 
Chamber Music & Jazz/Rock



In Western classical music, chamber music is the art of small 
ensemble playing,  most often in combinations of string instruments, 
woodwinds, and piano. Unlike players in an orchestra or band,  
chamber musicians each play a unique part in the music, which fits 
and interweaves with the other parts in the group.  

  
LEARN MORE AT BMSMUSIC.ORG

  For more information, contact:

Egle Jarkova, Chamber Music Coordinator 
ejarkova@BMSmusic.org 

Gregory Tolwinski, Director of Education 
gtolwinski@BMSmusic.org

CHAMBER MUSIC ENSEMBLES 

Youth Chamber Music Ensembles (9 - 18 years) rehearse 
repertoire of the classical tradition from the early baroque to 
contemporary periods. Groups are open to instrumentalists at 
an intermediate level and above, and emphasize listening skills, 
communication, and balance of texture. Chamber music groups 
and duos perform regularly in both school-wide recitals and 
designated chamber concerts each semester.

Dynamic Duos (all ages) provides a comfortable first step 
in chamber music for students new to ensemble playing, pairing 
students of comparable level, and coordinating shared lesson time 
in lieu of additional coachings.

Adult Chamber Music Ensembles (18 years and up) offer 
instrumentalists the advantage of working with a professional 
coach who provides guidance on repertoire selection; encourages 
nuanced interpretation of the score by all group members; and 
provides technical assistance to individual players as needed.  Adult 
performance opportunities are available several times per year, in 
both casual “salon” settings and more formal recitals. 
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Coachings with a faculty coach take place weekly up to fifteen 
times per semester. Chamber groups also present at least one final 
performance. Groups are encouraged to rehearse on their own 
outside of coachings.

Chamber Music Placement is based on the age and 
approximate level of players. Chamber music is generally 
appropriate for students who have had at least two years of 
private instruction, and are ages 9 and up. A short placement 
audition with the Chamber Music Coordinator is required for new 
participants.

Adult Chamber Music Placement is arranged based on 
instrumentation, experience level, and musical interests.

MORE ABOUT CHAMBER ENSEMBLES

INSTRUMENT-SPECIFIC ENSEMBLES

Instrument-Specific Ensembles are available within several 
departments. These groups offer the opportunity for collaborative 
rehearsal and performance, as well as a supplemental, peer-based 
exploration of instrument-specific technique, for students enrolled 
in private lessons. Such groups include:

• A Cappella Vocal Ensemble
• Clarinet Choir
• Advanced Flute Ensemble
• Guitar Orchestra
• Advanced Violin Ensemble
• Piano Four-Hands Class



  

JAZZ & ROCK ENSEMBLES

REGISTER BY PHONE AT (617) 277-4593

Jazz & Rock Ensembles offer the excitement of group playing 
in a relaxed yet challenging setting. Small ensembles (four to six 
musicians) explore music ranging from straight ahead jazz to 
classic and contemporary rock.  Improvisation is encouraged but 
not required.  Ensembles perform at the end of each semester.

Jazz & rock ensembles are open to youth, teens, and adults.

  
For more information, contact:

John Purcell, Jazz/Rock Coordinator 
jazzrockbms@gmail.com 

Jazz & Rock Placement is based on level, age, and musical 
interest. Jazz & rock ensembles are generally appropriate for 
students who have had at least two years of private instruction, 
and are ages 9 and up. A short placement audition with the Jazz & 
Rock Ensemble Coordinator is required for new participants.

Jazz & Rock Performance Opportunities are available 
at least once per semester.  A the end of each term jazz and rock 
bands are invited take part in a performance weekend at a local 
Brookline venue, giving students an idea of what it feels like to play 
a gig. 



WHY JOIN A PERFORMING ENSEMBLE? 

It’s Fun!  
Musicians in an ensemble work together as a team, in a social, 
collaborative atmosphere, but also develop and exhibit their 
individuality as musicians. 

Improve Technique and Musicianship
Ensemble playing helps sharpen many important musical skills. 
Ensemble members must listen carefully to themselves and each 
other, building  a strong sense of rhythm and meter, and a keen 
ear for intonation, articulation, and dynamics. 

Discover a World of Music
Chamber music for small ensembles—from the baroque to 
the contemporary—comprises some of the most inspiring and 
diverse repertoire ever written. Students of chamber music 
encounter new composers, forms, and styles that will expand 
their musical imagination and knowledge. Jazz, pop, and rock 
ensembles allow endless group combinations and stylistic 
possibilities for instrumentalists and singers alike.

Dedicated Faculty
Our faculty ensemble coaches are committed to offering 
the unique experience of collaborative music-making to 
intermediate and advanced music students. All coaches are 
professional performers, whether seasoned chamber musicians 
or active jazz artists, sharing a passion for rehearsing and 
performing music with colleagues. Through their own careers, 
our teaching artists inspire students to challenge themselves and 
explore ensemble-playing to new heights. 



Brookline Music School seeks to awaken and nurture musical 
interest and appreciation, as well as artistic excellence, in a  
friendly and stimulating atmosphere; to offer a high standard 
of comprehensive music instruction to people of all ages and 
backgrounds from Brookline and beyond; and to serve the 
community by teaching in multiple locations, offering generous 
tuition assistance, and sponsoring a full schedule of concerts 
and public performances throughout the year.

To learn more about Brookline Music School 
visit BMSmusic.org or call (617) 277-4593.
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OUR MISSION

Follow us:

Brookline Music School is funded in part by: Member of:

Non-Discrimination Statement: Brookline Music School does not 
discriminate on the basis of gender, sexual orientation, race, national origin, 
creed, age, physical or mental disability, religion, veteran status, ancestry, 
genetic information, or any other protected characteristic.


